
THE RIDERS – A BRIEF HISTORY 
 
 
Martin Cropper, an accomplished fine artist of some renown, has been a musician since the age 
of 14, gaining notoriety in the late ‘70s and ‘80s as frontman/guitarist for some influential Perth 
bands, including punk rock band Mechanix and pop/rockers The Zoo (winners of the 1986 Battle 
of the Bands competition).   
Vocalist Deborah Birch worked in the film industry after leaving school, and later studied 
Graphic Design at Perth Technical College, where she met Martin and embarked on a career in 
music.  
Working with Martin’s bands, first as a lighting technician and later as a keyboard player and 
backing vocalist, Deborah was doing the groundwork which would eventually lead to her role as 
singer, songwriter, and percussionist with The Riders. 
In 1990, tired of city life and disenchanted with the music scene in Perth, the couple moved to 
Bridgetown in South West WA and embarked on the long slow process of building a home and 
creating a self-sufficient lifestyle.  
However, in 1996 the urge to perform began to re-assert itself and consequently The Riders 
made their debut in February 1997. Deciding against the modern trend of pre-recorded backing 
tracks, The Riders bravely went out to play in pubs as a live acoustic duo.  
The gamble paid off and the duo has been working ever since, building a solid reputation as a 
live act. 
Fifteen years on, The Riders have a depth and maturity which only comes after many gigs and 
lots of hard work. Stylistically they have drifted away from the folky pop of their early days, 
towards a distinctly blues orientation.  
A growing interest in the country blues of the 1920s and ‘30s and exposure to other forms of 
blues and early jazz has inspired The Riders’ recent songwriting.  
The instruments have changed too – from tentative beginnings using just a 6-string guitar and 
two voices, the duo now has an impressive set-up including drums, washboard, 12-string guitars 
(standard and baritone), Dobro and stomp-box.  
Martin plays open-tuned slide guitar and has mastered the complex ‘Piedmont’ finger-style 
technique, adding a new dimension to their already distinctive sound.  
The Riders recorded their first CD “Rock-a-bye-baby’ in 1999. The 15-track CD was recorded live, 
engineered by John Galbraith and mixed by Scott Wise of the Ten Cent Shooters.  
In the ensuing years The Riders have developed a more complex and diverse sound and they 
decided not to record again until they had settled into their new style.  
Finally, in late 2005, armed with a swag of road-tested songs they went back to the studio and 
recorded their second CD, “Take 2”.  
The songs were well received by community radio stations across Australia, and enjoyed 
considerable airplay.  
In November 2008 The Riders released their third CD, aptly titled “Three”. This is truly grass-
roots music, as all the recording, mixing, artwork and CD production takes place in their own 
studio. With a batch of new songs being well-received at their live shows The Riders plan to 
return to the studio soon.    
 The Riders perform at hotels, wineries and breweries throughout the South West, music 
festivals and private functions.  
The Riders are dedicated to their music. They are constantly working to hone their skills as 
songwriters and performers, always looking for new ways to expand and enhance their sound, 
while remaining true to their original concept.  



With the emphasis on melody, rhythm and positive uplifting lyrics, The Riders are creating their 
own brand of feel-good 21st Century Blues! 
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